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A Manifesto 
for Reading
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Welcome to our 2019 Manifesto 
 
 
Reading’s Labour Council continues to do its best to keep vital ser-
vices available to those who need them most despite the ongoing on-
slaught on public services by the Conservative Government.  We also 
remain ambitious for Reading and have been successful in securing 
special funding for projects such as the new train station at Green 
Park and the restoration of the Abbey ruins. We are proud of the fact 
that Reading remains one of the most successful local economies in 
Britain, but we take nothing for granted. We are very aware that with 
all the uncertainties over Brexit as well as threats to town centre econ-
omies nationally we will need to work closely with local business lead-
ers to plan Reading’s future.

We will continue to campaign for changes to Government policy that 
better the lives of Reading people. In particular we will stand up for 
those who are being badly disadvantaged by the current Conservative 
Government.

Former Reading West MP Martin Salter and Reading East MP Matt Rodda with Rachel 
Eden, Reading West Parliamentary Candidate at a campaign day with Labour activists 
from all over Reading



Promoted by John Ennis on behalf of Reading and District Labour Party both of Office 34, 62 Portman Road, Reading, RG30 1EA 3

Whether it’s on the  
doorstep or marching  
to Parliament we take 
our commitment to you 
seriously all year round.

Above all, we will work to our values on tackling 
inequality, protecting frontline services, 

and looking after the most vulnerable.

We’re making Reading Safer, Stronger, Cleaner.
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•	 Securing the Economic Success of Reading
•	 Ensuring Access to Decent Housing to Meet  

Local Needs
•	 Protecting and enhancing the lives of vulnerable  

adults and children
•	 Keeping Reading Clean, Green and Healthy
•	 Keeping Reading’s Communities Safe and Strong
•	 Promoting great education, leisure and cultural  

opportunities for Reading
•	 Ensuring our Council is Fit for the Future 

Inside
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Securing the Economic  
Success of Reading

We will work to make sure that Reading has the right mix of 
jobs	to	support	the	local	economy	and	provide	fulfilling	 
employment for all its residents

We will work with the LEP, Reading UK (Reading’s arms-length 
CIC for economic development) employers, schools, colleges 
and	other	local	partners	to	ensure	we	have	a	flexible,	diverse	
and skilled workforce to prepare Reading for the future of 
work

Working with LEP and other local councils to ensure that 
Berkshire remains a drive of UK economic growth

Extending and renewing the Business Improvement District 
for the town centre and businesses surrounding the Reading 
Abbey area, supporting Reading high streets

Extending super-fast broadband capability to the whole of  
Reading by 2021
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Ensuring Access to Decent 
Housing to Meet Local Needs

Reading Labour Council has begun a programme to build new 
council houses after years of government rules which made 
that	difficult.	We	will	build	to	the	highest	standard.	This	 
Labour	council	will	continue	to	find	sites	to	build	council	
houses.

We will continue to operate the Rent Guarantee Scheme to 
enable	individuals	who	are	finding	it	financially	difficult	to	
find	affordable	accommodation.	

We are very proud that this Labour Council has been able to 
reduce the use of B&B from well over 100, to not needing to 
use	B&B	to	house	homeless	residents	at	all.

Ensure that new housing developments build communities 
and are supported by good local public service and infra-
structure.

Prioritise the Empty Homes Strategy in bringing empty prop-
erties	back	into	use	by	firstly	working	with	owners	of	the	
properties and secondly using legislation to force owners into 
getting	their	properties	fit	for	habitation.	If	necessary,	the	
Council will take the properties into council ownership in the 
event	of	non-cooperation	of	owners	in	sorting	them	out.
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Reading needs affordable quality homes
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Continue to develop our Private Sector Rental Strategy to en-
sure that landlords are held to account for poor-quality hous-
ing.	This	Reading	Labour	council	will	press	and	require	all	pri-
vate	sector	properties	with	over	five	tenants	will	be	licensed	
and held to account to ensure every tenant lives in decent 
living	standards,	using	the	Private	Rented	Sector	Charter.

Continue to enforce rogue landlords and poor accommoda-
tion standards, working with private sector tenants to enable 
them	to	report	inadequate	housing	and	rogue	landlords.

Work with local charities and others to end homelessness 
and rough sleeping by providing new and innovative homes, 
including	for	those	with	complex	needs.

Continue	to	fight	for	more	social	and	real	affordable	housing	
with high-quality standards on environmental and energy 
efficiency.

Promote	Labour	Party	policy	of	tackling	a	lack	of	affordable	
housing by promoting council house building, cheaper rents 
and	rent	controls	to	assist	Reading	residents	to	find	decent,	
affordable	accommodation.

Continue	the	policy	of	not	selling	off	of	the	council	house	
stock	to	a	private	or	housing	association	provider.	Council	
housing will remain in public ownership under the control of 
Reading	Borough	Council.

Build as many council houses in Reading as we can to meet 
the	demand	for	affordable	council	homes	for	families	and	
individuals.
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Protecting and enhancing the 
lives of vulnerable adults  
and children
Adult Social Care

Continue	to	stand	up	and	fight	for	our	NHS,	including	mental	
health services, from the chronic underfunding forced by the 
Conservative	Government	for	ideological	reasons.	Working	
closely with the CCG and NHS, we commit our support to  
local	health	services.
 
Maintain our status as a national leader in managing the 
strong co-operation between hospital care and social care, 
which	has	recently	been	rated	outstanding.		Continue	our	
work	in	line	with	the	National	Care	Charter.
 
Continue to promote and support those voluntary and com-
munity groups that bring residents together helping to  
combat	loneliness	and	isolation	amongst	older	residents.
 
Continue to work with local communities to support  
community-based	health	care.
 
Work with groups and communities across the town to en-
sure	Reading	becomes	a	‘Dementia	Friendly’	town.

Explore options to provide disabled people with greater  
flexibility	to	receive	those	services	which	would	suit	them	
best by providing them with choice and control over their 
treatment	and	services.

Review	and	implement	the	findings	of	the	new	Sexual	Health	
Upgrade.

Continue to do all we can to ensure the safety of young  
people,	including	their	mental	health.
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Children’s Social Care

Work in partnership with Reading’s wholly Council owned 
Children’s Company, Brighter Futures for Children, the po-
lice, healthcare providers, schools, and the voluntary sec-
tor to safeguard children against neglect, CSE, FGM, and all 
forms	of	abuse.

Promote and recruit local foster carers to help ensure that 
majority of Reading children we look after can live in or close 
to	Reading.

Work to reduce the stigma attached to mental health, with 
a	specific	focus	on	campaigning	to	increase	funding	from	
the government for mental health services for children and 
young	people.

Recruit or train an in-house children’s workforce to reduce 
our	dependence	on	agency	workers.

Working in partnership with other statutory services and the 
voluntary	sector	to	re-focus	our	‘Early	Help’	offer	to	target	
those	children,	young	people,	and	families	most	in	need.

Work	with	communities	and	families	to	build	resilience.	
Listen to children and families, intervening early and sup-
porting	families	to	succeed	and	thrive.

3

3

3

3

3

3



Promoted by John Ennis on behalf of Reading and District Labour Party both of Office 34, 62 Portman Road, Reading, RG30 1EA 10

Keeping Reading Clean, Green 
and Healthy

We will work to a public-health driven transport agenda, fo-
cusing on improving air quality and encouraging walking and 
cycling.	Encourage	increased	use	of	parks	and	green	spaces	
for	physical	activity	and	healthy	leisure	activities.

Build on our previous commitments to reduce Reading’s 
Carbon Footprint so that we can do our part to protect 
the	planet.

Continue to ensure our roads are safe and environmental-
ly-friendly through exploring speed control measures where 
they	are	appropriate.

Encourage car users to move to alternative forms of trans-
port,	such	as	our	award-winning	buses	and	cycling.

Look to develop innovative new ways to encourage walk-
ing through local partnership, including increased pedestri-
an-only	areas.

Review junctions to make sure that they work for all users, 
including	cyclists,	walkers	and	buses.

Develop electric vehicle charging infrastructure and encour-
age	the	adoption	of	electric	vehicles	over	the	next	few	years.

Continue to work on an agreement with neighbouring au-
thorities	to	build	a	third	Thames	Bridge.

Continue to ensure our roads are safe and environmentally 
friendly through exploring speed control measures where 
they	are	appropriate.
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Reading’s Roads
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Improved and targeted enforcement of idling charges to 
tackle	congestion	and	pollution.

Continue to work with neighbouring authorities to promote 
and increase Park and Ride services to Reading, reducing 
congestion.

Pursue our goal of introducing a Low Emission Zone for 
Reading, reducing the number of large vehicles and lorries 
using	Caversham	and	other	areas	as	shortcuts	to	the	M4.

Continue	to	promote	residents’	parking	zones.	Implement	
new	residents’	parking	in	Park	from	summer	2019.

3

3
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Public	Transport
Complete work on the new Green Park Station, and begin 
plans	to	re-develop	Reading	West	Station.

Retrofit	Reading	buses	to	ensure	that	they	all	have	the	clean-
est	level	6	engines	by	end	of	2019.

Continue to work with local community groups and resi-
dents to increase the number of 20mph zones, where appro-
priate,	and	enforce	existing	speed	restrictions.

3
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Cycling
Look to expand cycle networks and cycle paths, including the 
possibility of introducing advisory cycle speed zones so that 
cyclists	and	pedestrians	can	better	use	shared	spaces.

Continue to improve and promote cycling routes, whilst also 
introducing	uniform	cycling	route	signage.

3
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Keeping Reading Clean

Look to encourage recycling as much as possible and  
making further progress on introducing food waste re-
cycling.	We	have	increased	what	people	can	add	to	their	red	
bins including mixed plastic, pots tubs and trays cartons and 
foil.	

Continue to celebrate our natural environment, including 
green spaces, corridors and paths, building on the success of 
the	recent	Reading	in	Bloom	award.

Continue to develop and promote community clear-ups as 
part of the award-winning Love Clean Reading initiative in-
cluding extending the very popular RAYS (Reading Adopt a 
Street).	Look	to	get	more	businesses	and	community	groups	
involved.

3
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Keeping Reading’s 
Communities Safe and Strong

Continue to prioritise community 
safety, including pressing for  
additional	police	resources.	 
Continue to build on our strong  
partnership with police and  
local community groups through 
the Safer Reading Forum and 
local meetings, particularly in 
response to drugs, encampments 
and	anti-social	behaviour.
 
To	work	with	the	police	to	enhance	their	relationship	with	all	
Reading’s	diverse		communities. 

Continue our ongoing work to lead the Community Safe-
ty	Partnership	–	which	has	seen	a	significant	reduction	in	
crimes such as burglary – and make use of new powers to 
protect	vulnerable	people	from	exploitation.	

Tackling	fraudsters	and	those	preying	on	the	vulnerable	
through	trading	standards.

Continue to defend land from unauthorised encampments 
through additional  protection works, injunctions and in rare 
cases,	use	of	common	law	power.	Engage	with	the	travelling	 
community	and	identify	a	suitable	site. 

3
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Safety
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Work with voluntary sector and community groups to maxi-
mise	the	opportunities	to	find	suitable	meeting	spaces.	

Make best use of our new Community Hubs services, at the 
Weller Centre in Caversham, South Reading Community Cen-
tre and Southcote Community Centre, to make them more in 
tune with the needs of the residents around them delivering 
a range of high quality cultural activities, talks and services, 
and maximising opportunities to co-locate a range of ser-
vices.	Look	for	other	opportunities	to	develop	similar	hubs.

Deliver a Food Safety team ensuring high standards of food 
safety.

Build on our work with bars, clubs and emergency services 
towards the highest level of safety at night to ensure that 
residents	are	able	to	make	their	way	home.

Support the growth and engagement of Safer Neighbour-
hood	Forums	and	community	groups.

Continuously work with our diverse communities to cele-
brate and acknowledge their positive contribution to our 
town. 
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Supporting Reading’s Community
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Promoting great education, 
leisure and cultural  
opportunities for Reading
Education

 Aim for Reading Borough Council to be among the top 25% 
councils	in	the	nation	for	educational	achievement.
 
Provide additional support for SEN provision in Reading, includ-
ing	supporting	the	relocation	of	the	Phoenix	College	in	Reading.

Ensure enough new school places to meet the needs of our 
growing population, including the provision of a new secondary 
school	in	Reading	in	the	next	three	years.

All our schools, educators and support services to have the 
capacity, expertise and drive to learn from each other and to 
work collaboratively to challenge, support and lead sustainable 
improvement.

Act as a hub to promote the sharing of best practice across 
Reading	schools.
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Arts and Leisure
Develop new swimming provision in Palmer Park and at  
Rivermead.

Lobby the Ministry of Justice to use the Reading Prison site as 
a	cultural	hub	for	all	Reading	residents.	Work	with	Theatre	and	
Arts Reading to investigate options for the site and with partner 
groups	looking	to	set	up	a	charitable	trust.

Invest	£1.5m	over	the	next	three	years	in	our	parks	and	play	
areas.
 
Ensure our local nature reserves are well kept and well used by 
working with voluntary groups and partner organisations and 
that	they	are	managed	to	enhance	biodiversity.
 
Review and develop Reading Passport further, to ensure that it 
continues	as	a	benefit	to	all	Reading	residents.
 
Continue to work with external partners and funders to ensure 
the	best	Leisure	and	Arts	facilities	for	Reading.

Continue to engage children and young people in art and cul-
ture through the Cultural Education Partnership

Promote tourism in Reading as an opportunity to develop a 
new	economic	sector	in	the	town.	We	will	work	together	with	
industry	to	ensure	jobs	and	growth	for	Reading.	We	will	develop	
our membership of the Great West Way and work on ensuring 
we have good facilities for tourism including a tourism hub at 
Reading	Town	Hall.
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Continuing our work to maintain our long-term commitment to 
provide	a	new	Theatre	for	Reading,	replacing	the	aging	Hexa-
gon	site	by	seeking	partnership	funding	to	achieve	this.

Continue to hold great events in the Forbury Gardens and Ab-
bey and ensure the conserved Abbey remain open and in good 
condition	for	many	years	to	come.	

Celebrate Reading’s residents in the new museum gallery and 
support	community	displays.

Support Reading’s art and cultural groups as well as community 
events	through	the	council’s	What’s	On	guide	and	online.

Develop a further round of Arts Council National Portfolios Or-
ganisation to follow on from the successful bids by Readipop, 
CultureMix	and	the	Museum	Partnership	Reading.
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Ensuring our Council is Fit for 
the Future

Make Reading Borough Council a signatory to the Citizen’s  
Advice	Council	Tax	Protocol.
 
Review our Citizens’ Panel and look to introduce and better  
deliberative	and	consultative	processes	to	our	local	democracy.

Reading’s Labour Council has a long track record of keeping  
services in-house and will continue to press for democratic  
governance	of	services.	We	are	committed	to	the	public	 
provision	of	public	services.

Look	for	opportunities	to	sell	more	services	to	increase	income.

Complete refurbishment of Reading town hall and promote it 
as a wedding and conference venue, which will also increase 
revenue.

Continue to look for 
opportunities to bring 
services together into 
fewer buildings to reduce 
costs and secure capital 
receipts.

Continue to make best use 
of	developments	in	IT	to	
reduce costs, whilst 
ensuring those who still 
need personal contact 
are	provided	for.
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PUTTING THE RED BACK INTO READING 
FOR THE MANY NOT THE FEW 


